The Local History Society April Meeting
The Local History Society, chaired by David Hawkins, met in the Parish Rooms on April 12th. Apologies were received from Anne and Robin Leamon. 

The evening began with some thoughts on future society activities by Clive White(?). The speaker for the evening, Bernard Welshman, was then introduced. The title of his talk was Confessions of a Genealogist, however the subtitle, Fun and Frolics with a Family Historian, perhaps gave a more accurate idea of the content - a series of humorous anecdotes based on his experience of researching family histories. 

Initially Bernard hated history at school but this changed when he began to learn about the Duke of Monmouth and the Battle of Sedgemoor and he became curious to know more about local history. He recommended that anyone beginning to study family history should start by writing their own biography and suggested that this interest should come with a warning as it can lead to addiction, drink, nervous breakdown, divorce, and greying or loss of hair! 
He also warned that there is a possibility of discovering skeletons in the cupboard and gave the example of one couple with a number of children, who were in fact brother and sister who were co-habiting. The ability to have children used to have great importance as the offspring were expected to work to provide a source of income for their families, so it was not unusual for a girl to become pregnant in order to prove her fertility, and then she married. One wife produced no fewer than 82 offspring: children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, by one husband. In contrast, other records refer to the sale of a wife who was offered to the highest bidder. Two tinkers agreed to pay 4 shillings which they gave to the husband before retiring to the alehouse to celebrate their purchase!

Records from 1733 give the names of a 70 year old man and his bride of 13. Providing they had the permission of their parents, girls could marry from the age of 12 and boys from 14 and this applied until 1923. 
A girl who gave birth out of wedlock might be required to recite an Act of Penance in church before the whole congregation. Wrapped in a white shawl, the girl would confess her sin, ask God’s forgiveness, and promise not to sin again.  Bernard is not aware of any record showing a similar penance was required from the father of an illegitimate child. The name of one boy was recorded as ‘John Thomas alias God’ which suggests that the father was not known. Other illegitimate children were named Loveless and Repentance. 
Some names would be unfamiliar choices today, for example, Wellington, Balaclava, Fridaysweed, Pharoah and Sweetheart (who was male). James Ham married Tasty Weymouth and the record of baptism refers to Robert, the son of James and Tasty Ham. 

Records of burials can provide unexpected details depending on the whim of the person writing the record. One man was ‘accidentally killed by the fall of a large mass from a stack of manure,’ and someone else ‘fell into a cloths [ibid] wash and was poisoned by the soap and died the next day’. Wills also provide a source of fascinating information: there was a request that the deceased’s head should be preserved and used for theatrical productions as a prop! Brotherly love was apparent in the bequest of £10 on condition that the person receiving the money should drag an effigy of the deceased’s sister through the streets and then burn it.  

There was an opportunity to ask questions and Bernard thanked for his talk before the evening ended with refreshments. The next meeting will be on Tuesday May 10th in the Parish Rooms and there was a request for people to bring with them wedding photographs and memorabilia of Trull. [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3.jpg]
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